November 2022
Service time - Sunday 10 am
All of His promises are ahead of us!
I wonder if what we have not yet seen has a lot to do with our anticipation and
expectation? What if our persistent prayers are firmly focused on asking Jesus to do
something NEW! We could pray, 'God, renew me, prepare me, saturate me, fill me,
refresh me, help me.' I call this the prayer of renewal! A prayer that leads to action
and soul searching.
The Hebrew word renew (ḥāḏaš ) means to renew oneself, repair, and rebuild. The
picture of polishing something that has lost its gloss, luster, shine, and reflection
(Lamentations 4:1; Colossians 3:12-14).
For something to be renewed it must first start within us. We have all experienced
times of difficulty and had moments of trying to understand the why’s and how’s of
different situations and circumstances. Renewal of the heart and mind begins with
each of us asking for it. Perhaps even asking the questions; am I hindered by old

mindsets or past experiences? Or, is some unhelpful attitude holding me back?

Jesus said, "The things which are impossible with men are possible with
God." (Matthew 19:26; Luke 18:27). This word 'possible' implies God is able! He is
powerful and mighty. It includes the impartation of strength that comes into our soul
during difficult, trying and perplexing situations with fortitude and patience.
It's time to allow God to continue to renew us bringing about new life and hope.
It is time to dream, believe, be refreshed, and to see His promises again.
Let’s be stirred by what we see and what we do not see!
God bless Pastor Louis.
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There has been a delay but we expect news any
time on the new online Safe Church Training
update being arranged by TAS Baptists. This will
be a new module in our current Safety
Management Online. I hope to be announcing
dates soon for some face to face review of our
safe church policy and to set people up for online
training which will be essential for all in ministry
roles here at UBC. There will be options for group
training as an alternative to online modules at
home. I look forward to us all being up to date and
ministry ready for 2023.
Nerrelie Cann, Safe Church Officer
On behalf of the UBC current leadership, I would
like to take a moment to acknowledge
and thank Angela, Ian, Jenny, and Nathan
who have faithfully served in the Leadership
of UBC.
We celebrate those who were recently
received into leadership at our AGM.
Welcome, Milton Smith and Dallas Page
into the diaconate and Ken Collyer as treasurer.
We also welcome Carolyn Smith into Eldership.
It is great to aspire to or desire leadership, a
blessed calling that is not fully understood in this
lifetime but the next!
We look forward to moving on in the things God
has called us to do and seeing God change
lives through me.
Pastor Louis

Tasmanian boxes are going
to Fiji and Solomon Islands.
Thank you to all who have
filled boxes, contributed articles
and finances and prayed.
Please continue to pray for the
children, their families and
communities, that many will decide to
accept Jesus Christ as their
Saviour. On average about 20% of
children who receive boxes do.
Please pray also for the Christians in
receiving countries who distribute
boxes, share the Gospel and present
the follow up discipleship course to
many of these children.
Many thanks
Ruth

Prayer Focus for November

And Gideon said unto him, Oh my Lord, if the Lord be with us,
why then is all this befallen us? And where be all his miracles
which our fathers told us of, saying, Did not the Lord bring us up
from Egypt? but now the Lord hath forsaken us, and delivered
us into the hands of the Midianites. Judges 6:13
Our unlikely focus is Gideon. I love his response. Here is a deep
reveal of his heart; he longed for God to move in his heart, home
and homeland. The message series on miracles is our response
to an almighty all-powerful, loving God and our aspiration to
experience God intervening in daily life. For the month of
November and beyond, may we each say afresh, with faith-filled
hearts, “God, I’m looking to you, I’m leaning on you, I believe in
you to lead me, teach me and show me what could be.”
We can be drawn to read each weekly focus all at once. But the
best way to process our weekly united prayer is to read only one
week at a time. Rather than rushing ahead, reflect and ask God
to speak to you through the weekly focus.

Prayer Focus for November
Week 1
PRAYER - Gideon said if the Lord be with us…..?
Never Give up!
The first challenge is our responsibility to speak out or declare; God, are you with
us? It is easy to lose sight of what God is doing when we focus on what it seems
like He is not doing. One thing you will notice, Gideon did not consider giving up!
Otherwise, the question would not exist in his mind. Because he didn’t give up,
that reveals the yearning of his heart – Never give up!

Week 2
PROMISE - Why then….
Hold on! God calls us in the middle of our something.

A ‘why then’ moment can be the trigger for us to be motivated for what is next! In
perplexing times of despair, we can hold on even with a small amount of hope.
Gideon’s frustrations reveal a greater tension or, if you like, desire to change
something. Ask yourself what is your why or why then? Better still, what for? What
is my heavenly father preparing in this moment or season? I need to see; open my
eyes, Lord. And hold on!

Week 3
POTENTIAL - why then is all this befallen us?
Opportunity awaits!
It was a dark time for Gideon and his family; the same pressures that seek to
silence our faith, hide our hope, and drive our doubt are real today. What you look
at - is where you end up! It’s difficult to see forward or through something when
everything around you may be screaming at you. This is going wrong; that is not
happening etc. And yet, this is mostly when the opportunity for God to do
something appears. So dream again. Opportunity awaits!

Week 4
POWER - and where are all his miracles our fathers told us of?
I love this, one of my favourite bible verses; why? Because he still believed, he
knew in the depth of his heart and soul that God was up for it. It was the thing that
got him up in the morning – ‘you never know - is this the day?’ How important is
this hope we possess? To keep believing. In the end, Gideon could see what he
couldn’t see. His army was reduced against a much larger, almost innumerable
army, so any win was God’s doing. That is the miracle, the act of God.

Pastor Louis.
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